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dominated the House for a session and destroyed
the Bill.  It passed the first reading, indeed, by a
majority of five, to be subsequently defeated in
Committee.    The Triumph  was   Lowe's,   and
many of his prognostications have since been
justified by the event, though they had no rela-
tion to the Bill.   But neither had Gladstone's
speeches in defence of his own measure.   This
trifling proposal was simply the occasion for an
outburst of rhetoric on the advantages and disad-
vantages of pure democracy, The defeat in Com-
mittee was not necessarily fatal. But the Govern-
ment, seeing that victory was hopeless, after some
hesitancy  resigned,  and  Russell  retired  from
active politics. He was a shocking old Whig. But
it is impossible to deny him a measure of sympathy.
Hence for the third time Disraeli became leader
of the House in a minority Government, pledged
like its predecessor to some sort of Reform.  The
old game seemed likely to be played out again.
But as Gladstone had got bored in 1859, so, now,
Disraeli got bored in 1866. Within a few months
some two million working men had been added to
the register, and Disraeli had proved to his own
satisfaction that he at any rate had been perfectly
consistent   throughout*    Even   Gladstone   was
** awed by the diabolical cleverness of Disraeli,"
who, in a general way, allowed Gladstone to
amend the measure as he would.  Hie Bill, which
had been introduced as a parliamentary fraud,
emerged as Household Suffrage, of which nobody